The Abundance Update 

Feb 2013

Hello All
We are still some months away from summer and fruit-picking, but it’s time to start planning Abundance 2013!

First of all, we have a date for Abundance Fruit Day 2013 - Sat 21st Sept - so please put this in your diary.

An orchard in Haydon’s Rd !
Patrick has been involved in Abundance Wimbledon over the past couple of years. He has now found an area near Haydon’s Rd station to make into a small orchard - and would welcome some help with digging holes, planting the trees and leafletting nearby households to tell them about it. 

So who would like to help Patrick? 

Let me know and I’ll put you in touch with him. The trees need to go in soon!

Help is needed
Below are a few things we need your help with, so that we can pick and share even more fruit this year. Please get in touch if you can help with any of these.

· Organisers for fruit picking expeditions - we need volunteers who can organise 2 or more outings over the summer months. Each outing for fruit picking normally takes a couple of hours. As well as helping to pick fruit, an organiser would ensure that the equipment gets to the site (fruit picking poles & tubs) and the fruit is brought back, and would liaise with the garden owner. (We probably ought to meet up sometime to discuss the details.) Please let me know if you think you can be a fruit-picking organiser.

· Distribution & storage of fruit - we try to pass on fruit as quickly as possible and sometimes need some help with delivering fruit. Also, some charities only operate on certain days, so sometimes we need to store fruit for a day or two. If you think you might be able to help with distribution or storage of fruit, then please let me know (even if you will only be able to help occasionally).

· Freezer space - we freeze some fruit in the run up to Abundance Fruit Day and this makes things easier on the day. But we need some more freezer space. So please tell us if you are likely to have space in your freezer in the weeks up to Sept 21st.

· Peeling & chopping up apples - Kara's pie-making stall is really popular on Abundance Fruit Day. However, there is a lot of preparation beforehand. If you can help Kara with some peeling and chopping in the weeks before Sept 21st, then please let me know. 

· Abundance Fruit Day - we’ve had great fun over the last couple of years at Abundance Fruit Day. As well as raising money to keep Abundance Wimbledon going, it’s a way of people showing all the things that can be done with fruit and it’s an opportunity to celebrate what Abundance does. If you’d like to help with planning and running a stall on Sept 21st, then please get in touch.

Upcycling Wimbledon
Abundance is all about making the most of the fruit that we have - but what about everything else that gets wasted? Some of us have got together to plan an event - UPCYCLING WIMBLEDON. This is about doing something better with what we have. It will be at 11am-2pm on Sat 20th April at St Mark’s church hall (behind Wimbledon library). There will be stalls showcasing the following:

· what to do with food nearing it’s ‘use by’ date - recipe ideas and free pancakes from Love Food Hate Waste
· simple clothes mending and altering ideas - from Sew Together
· tips for growing food for free on windowsills, pots and the garden - from some local gardeners
· how to pass on unwanted anything - Merton Freegle
· making old fabric into bags or rugs - local craftspeople
· passing on unwanted furniture to people in need - the Wimbledon Guild & the Vine Project
· an amazing range of offcuts and end-of-line materials - from Squirrels
· tips on composting - from a local permaculturalist
So please come along and pick up some new ideas. 

Afterwards, from 2 - 3.30pm we’ll have some workshops to brainstorm ideas like: how to make Wimbledon look better; encouraging growing, making and selling food in Wimbledon; getting people to walk and cycle more ... and anything else people want to discuss. There will also be an opportunity to tell everyone what you are doing to make Wimbledon better and greener.

Find more information HERE and download a poster HERE. 

If you don’t want to receive emails from Abundance Wimbledon any more, just reply to this email asking to be unsubscribed.

Many thanks

Joyce

Abundance Wimbledon

Some events around Wimbledon
Green Coffee - this is a meet up for people interested in Abundance and other community/local environment projects. At 9.30 - 11am on the first Tues of each month. The next Green Coffee is on Tues 5th March and is at the Gooseberry Bush cafe at 115 Kingston Rd  SW19 1LT. For future Green Coffees, please check the venue here .

Wimbledon Green Churches - are holding a series of Lent discussions on Climate Change and the purposes of God. These will be every Thursday from 21st Feb to 21st of March at The Chapter Room at St Mark’s Church (behind Wimbledon library). Find more information here.

Make your own Shopping Bag - if you would like to learn some simple sewing techniques and find out how to make something useful out of spare material, come along to this friendly event. Experienced sewers also welcome to help show others what to do. In The Chapter Room at St Mark’s Church (behind Wimbledon library) on Mon 29th April  2-4pm. Find more information here.

Bicycle Clinic and Guided Cycle Tour - join Merton Cycling Campaign and Friends of West Barnes Library for these two events.  Sat 2nd March, 12 noon to 4pm:  Bicycle clinic - bring your bicycle along to the free bicycle clinic at West Barnes Library.Sun 3rd March   10am - 12 noon: Guided cycle tour - an escorted family cycle ride, starting and ending at West Barnes library. 6 miles, easy ride. Starting and ending at West Barnes Library. Find more information here.

